D.~—DANGERS OF THE FISHERIES,
49. DANGERS TO THE VESSEILS.

The characteristics of 1lte fishing schooner and its management will be discussed hereafter.
‘Wa shiall here consider the dangers to which these vessels and tlieir crews are exposed.

The dangers to which these vessels are liable may be considered under nine heads: {e) Dangers
on the fishing grounds; (b) dangers encountered while making passages to and from the greunds;
(¢} dangers in approaching and Jeaving the shore; (d) dangers from collision; (¢) dangers of the
bharbor; (/) dangers from ice; {g) dangers from fire or lightning; (k) dangers from attacks of
marine animals; () and dangers from doefects in the eonstruction of the vessel itself,

DANGERS ON THE FISHING GROUNDS.

DANGERS OF TIIE COD FISHERY ON GEORGE's BANK,—Judging from the record of disasters,
the George's fishery is probably the most dangerous one in the world. On this ground over one
hunired Gloucester vessels are constantly employed, winter and summer. In aummer 3 few Noew
Londen vessels resort there, principally for halibut, and it is also visited by a fleet of mackerel
catchers. The peculiar dangers of this fishery are encountered chiefly in the winter, It is the
enstom for the vessels in winter to anclor close to one another upon some portion of the Banks.
The favorite locality is in the immediate vicinity and to the eastward of extensive shoals, on which
there is from 2 te 12 fathoms of water, and where the waves break in rough weather. There are
fow instances wliere vessels which have been Tost in this locality Lave left any record of the nature
of the disaster which befell them. There is therefore doubt as to how most of the losses have
ocourred, but the theory is generally accepted that the vessels drifted into shallow water and
foundered. There liave Deen a few cases in which vessels have righted with loss of masts after
being rolled over by the waves, and the crews have survived to tell the tale. Most of the losses
have been during heavy easterly gales, when tle vessels may have been forced into shallow water.
The proximity in which the vessels are aunchored greatly enhances the danger to which they are
_ exposed, for if one of thew goes adrift it may becoine necessary for many of those to leeward to cut
their cables and also go adriff. Sometimes nearly the whele fleet has been thus set adrift at once.
Of course, if they can retain their hold upon the bottom they are in eomparatively little danger.

The theory is beld by many fishermen that loss is often occasioned by @ drifting vessel com-
ing into eollision with one at anchor, an aceident which is most surely attended with fatal results
to both. There is only once instance on record where a vessel thus drifting into contact with an-
other escaped destruetion, and in this ease the vessel which she struck immediately sunk. This
theory receives strong support from the fact that there have been so many hundreds of narrow
escapes from collision between vessels thus drifting abont. In the columns of the Cape Ann
Advertiser and in the Gloncester ¢ Fisherman’s Memorial and Record Book” may be found re-
corded numerous instances of this kind. These gales are generally accompanied by dense snow and
often also by with extreme cold which renders it quite impossible for the mer to look to windward and
to see a (trifting vessel in time to eut the cable and escape colligion. It is the common caustom for

the entire erews at such times to remain on deck, prepared for any emergency, and if it is possible
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to see the drifting vessel in time they may succeed in getting clear. Since there is no insurance
on cables, there is great reluctanee to cut them as long as there is & possible chance of escape
from collision in any other way. Then, too, the men feel that if they cau hold fast to their
anchorage they are safer than they would be if adrift and running the risk of going on the ghoals
or colliding with other vessels. For these reasons they often refrain irom entting the eables until it
is too late, in hopes that the drifting vessel will clear them. Numerous instances are told of calies
having been cut only when the approaching vessel was op the top of a wave and the one ut anchor
was in the hollow of the sea directly under it. At such times a moment’s delay would be fatal.
There are doubtless many instances of careless negligence in failing to keep a proper wateh and i
not kaving the appliances at hand for cutting the cable. Very often the ropes are stiffened with
ive and the sails so heavy with suow that it is impossible to raise them in time to avoid disaster,
aven though there may be time to cut the cable. Perhaps, however, the principal cause of disaster
is the reckless daring of the fishermen, who persist in remaining at anchor in close proximity to
other vessels even when they see the gale is comiug, and, by removing their anchorage a short dis-
tance, they might greatly lessen the risks of disaster. They are led to remain in the same position,
and to take resulting risks, both from the fear of losing an opportunity of securing a fare of fish,
and from a dislike to the appearance of timidity. In spite of all the dangers, and the facl that so
many vessels of the George’s flect are yearly wrecked, there are many skippers in the service who
have never sustained even a scrious loss of property. An old Gloueester skipper told us that for
24 years he had fished on George’s and had never lost even a cable. He attributed his good
fortune to the fact that in the pleasantest weather hie never ¢ turned in” at night without seeing
that everything on deck was ready for the most nnexpected emergency. The skippers who can
boast such & reeord ag this are men usually renowned for prudence, skill, and intelligence. In
mahy instances the greatest care is rendered ineflectual by the recklesaness of others,

DANGERS ENCOUNTERED BY THE RANE FLEETS.—Vesgels fishing on Le Have Bank, the Grand
Bank, and other banks of this region, are exposed to dangers searcely less to be dreaded than those
which have just been described. On aceount of the greater depth of the water the likelibood of
foundering upon the shoals is less, except in the vicinity of Virgin Rocks and Sable Island. The
vessels do not congregate in fleets to such an extent as upon George’s, and the peril from collision
is therefore less imminent. Althoagh, when the number of vessels engaged is tuken into account,
thelosses i the Bank fishery have not heen so numerous as on George’s, still there have been several
seasons when the losses have been large, as in December, 1876, when twelve sail and one hundred
men wera lost on Le Have, the Western 13ank, and Banquercan; and again in the fall of 1879, when
the loss was little less severe. Another element of danger from collision is met with in the Bauk
fisheries, for in the snmmer and fall the fishing fleet is locuted direetly in the track of the ocozn
steamers plying from Euwrope to the United States. There are few, if any, recorded instances of
the destruction of vessels in this manner, but losses have oceurred in summer when the weather
was pleasant and when the only plausible theory to account for their loss was that they had Deen
ron down by passing sieamors.

Veasels of the Gloucester halibat flaet are accustomed to lis at anchor in winter in water frow
100 0 200 fathome deep, and are consequently much more likely to go adrift than the George's-
men, which are anchored in water varying in depth from 25 to 45 fathoms. When once adrift,
they are obliged to “lie to” in heavy weather, and are exposed to much greater danger than wheu
at anchor. The greatest danger to the drifting vessel is its liability to drift inte shallow water
and to bring up suddenly by the anchor taking a fresh hold upou the bottom. This often causes
them to ship heavy seas or to be knocked down—-that is, to be turned over flat on their sides so
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that the masts toueh the water. The aschooner David A. Story, in December, 1880, got adrift in
this manoner, and oune of her e¢rew reports that in his opinien the ancher caunght, and that she
shipped & sea which knocked her down, cansing her cable to part. Fortunately none of her crew
were lost, Lot the man ob wateh had his leg broken, the vessel's deck was swept, her foresail
split to pieces, fore boom and gaff broken, and 400 fathoms of cable lost. A similar accident
oceurred to the schooner Andrew Leighton, of Gloucester, December 10, 1876. While adrift she
was knocked down by a sea so that, according to the statement of her crew, her mast-heads lay
in the water. Fortunately, however, she righted, and ultimately suceeeded in reaching home in
safety. This vessel was lost in Oetober, 1879, and it way be met her fate in this manner.

Veasels lying at anchor on the Grand Bauk under riding-sail alone are sometimes knocked
over by tornadoes.  An instance of this kind occeurred on the 29th of Angust, 1876, when the
schooner Walter F. Falt, of Gloucester, was blown over. The crew was lost, and the vessel was
afterward seea ﬁoatiﬁg upon her side. In the fall of 1875 the schooner Epes Tarr, of Gloucester,
anchored on the eastern part of the Grand Bank, was knocked down and dismasted.

The frequent loss of the rudders of fishing vessels, while at anchor on the Banks, is another
danger to which they are iable. Many instances of this kind have occurred. In most cases the
fishermen have succeeded in rigging a temporary steering apparatus, by which they have been
enabled fo reach the home port in safety. Some vessels have been lost throngh the rudder-braces
getting loose, and the consequent wrenching of the rudder-head starting a leak which cansed the
abandonment of the vessel. An instance of this kind oceurred on the Grand Bank in the spring
of 1870, when the schooner Edwin C. Dolliver, of Gloncester, sprung a leak and sonk. Her crew
wan taken off and brought heme by the schooner Thresher, of the same port. In addifion to the
danger of being knocked over, there is that of shipping 4 sea while at anchor, which is sometimes
attended with serious resuoits, both to the vessecls and the men.

Heavy seas are so often slhipped that numerous instances might be cited, but cne or two will
suffice. In the early part of 1877 the sehooner John 8. Presson, of Gloucester, while riding out a
heavy northwest galo on the weatern part of the Grand Bauk, shipped a sea which swept her decks
and injured her about the stern to such an extent that, after the gale abated, sle was obliged to
put into Halifax for repairs. In January, 1879, the schooner Howard, while at anchor in the deep
water on the sonthern edge of Le Have Ridges, shipped a heavy sea which swept her decks,
smashing several of the dories and starting the house on deck, causing her to leak considerably.

DANGEES TO WHALING VESSELS.~Whaling vessels are not exposed to so great danger as the
merchaut vessels passing over the same portions of the ocean. The whalers, while on the cruising
grounds, are under short sail and keep a careful lookout, especially at night, when, if there be
anything unasual or unexpected, demanding speedy work, all hands can be called, and only a few
moments are then required to shorten sail and make everything snng. In thick weather, however,
especially on the Arctic grounds, there is greater danger on account of ice and of collision with
other vessels,

DANGEES TO SEALING VESSELS.—The fur-seal fishery is carried on in the Antarctic Ocean,
where the veasels are at all times exposed to sudden changes of wind, and frequently to heavy gales,
which nnexpectedly overtake them on a le¢-shore and sometimes canse their loss,

The achooners used in the seal fisheries are liable to some of the disasters to which the Glou—
cester fishing vessels are subjected, except those accidents caused by carrying too heavy press of
sail, for in this respect the seal fishermen exercise more prudence. Seonling schooners are com-
pelled to keep comparatively near land, following up the boats sent ashore to take the seals, and
are exposed to the dangers of being blown ashore or driven on rocks. Im lauding boats, sent from
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the sealing schoouers ashore to hriug back the seal-skins, there is great danger of being swamped,
or upset, and injared by the heavy surf. About four years ago a boat's crew of twelve wen was
lost in this manner, A successful landing is, of course, attained only by carefully watching fur an
interval between the breakers, allowing sufficient time for the boat to be run upon the shore.

In the sea-elepliant fishery vessels are lost by being driven ashore, or on the rocks, from their
anchorage, there being no protection, in the way of good harbors, from the violence of on-shore
gales.

The bottom of the bays of Heard's Istand, in thoe Soutlern Indian Ocean, which is the principal
resort for sea-elephants, is hand, slaly rock, apd therefore extremely poor grennid for auchorage.
On this account, as well as from the fact that the harbors afford indifferent shelter, several vessels
have been losi in that loeality, having been driven ashore, though laving out anchers dispropor-
tionately large compared with the size of the vesscls.

The vessels nsed in this Gshery are exactly like whaling vessels, and the boats belonging to
the vessels are the same as those used in both sealing and wbaling, thar which no beats are better
fitted for landing in the surf,

DARGERS TO VESSELS FISHING ALONG THE C0AST.—The principal dangers to which the mack-
erel vessels are exposed are heavy and sudden gales, by which they are taken unawares and driven
upon a lec-slkore. They generally fish near the coast, and are therefore specially liable fo this
danger. They are, however, excellent sailers, and, except under extraordinary circumstances,
can make a harbor, or gain an ofling before the gale is too heavy., The chief disasters to the
mackerel fleet have oceurred in the Gulf of Saing Liawrence, in the vicinity of the Magdalen
Islands, Cape Bretou, and Prince Edward Esland. The north shore of the latter island bas been
the scene of many disasters. 'This ix & peculiarly undesirable spot for vessels in a gale. There
is & long streich of coast, crescentie in shape, without available harlors in a gale, while at either
end of the creseent are long sand-bars, the whole forming a pocket out of which it 1s very diflicult
for a vessel to beat its way. In the “Yankee gale” of 1851 a great many vessels were cast ashore
along this whole coast. Losses have occurred since then, the severest ones in 1873, when many
vessels and lives were lost in that vicinity. Disasters have been frequent at the Magdalens,
resulting in loss of property and lives. As many as twenty-four sail of vessels were driven
ashore at Pleasant Bay, on Amherst Island, one of the Magdalens, in 1873. Cheticamp, 4 one-
sided harbor or anchoring place on the north side of Cape Breion Island, has also become some-
what noted for the losses that have occurred to the mackerel ficet in that locality. Those havoe
been chiefiy during the prevalence of southeast gales, which blow with almost irresistible fary
from the highlands forming the southern side of the harbor. In this region most of the harbors
have a bar at the entrance, and are consequently most diffficult of access at the very time when
most needed. The water, too, is shallow, and in heavy gules the seas are sharp and excvecdingly
dangerous, making it very difficult for a vessel to work off from a lee-shore, To add to the danger,
there is a enrrent usnally setting in the same direction as tho wind. When the winds blow over
the highlands of the islands they are squally and baffling. A gale in the Guif of Saint Lawrence
is, perhaps, more dreaded by fishermen than one on any other part of the coast, as it can rarely
ocenr without bringing them in close proximity to a lee.shore. . .

Gloncester hag suffered less in proportion to the size of its fleet in the Grulf of Saint Lawrence
than have Provincetown, Wellfleet, and the various ports of Maine. Cape Cod lost largely in the
gale of 1851, but not so much in that of 1873, One reason for the fewer wrecks among the Gloo-
center vessels wag the fact that they are better prepared with anchors and cables than any other
vessels in the world. Great loss of life has resulted from these disasters, though the drifting of a
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vessel upon the ghore is not always attended with fatal consequences. In many cases the shores
are sandy, and the erews are enabled to land in safety before the vessel goes to pieces. In some
instances the vessels are forced ashore by putting on a great amonnt of sail, so that the men can
land dry-footed when the tide ebbs.  1f is frequently the case that vessels are lannched again, after
the gale has abated, withont suffering any serious injnry. When this is net possilile, the fish are
landed and sent heme, and the fittings and stores, and even the hitll itself, sold at auction for the
benefit of the owners. The American vessels are 3o strongly and well built that even after they
have boeen sunk they are somefimes sold at auction as they lie under water, and afterward raised
and refitted for active service. )l '

The best ¢chance for safety, in cases where it is seen that a vessel must go ashore, is to run
them bow first upon the land, especially where the beach i8 sloping. When this is done, all sail
that the vessel is capable of carrying is spread. :

DANGERS WHILE MAKING PASSAGES TO AND FROM THE FISHING GROUNDS.

Fighing vessels making passages at any season of the year are subject to the same
dangers as other sea-going crafts. In summer the dangers are comparatively few, for the winds
are usnally moderate, and in warm weather the crew is in better condition to handle the vessel
properly and to meet any exigencies that may arise.. Tremendous hurricanes, however, sometimes
occur in August and Beptember, and at times there are gales even during the other summer
montha, Two of the most remarkable hurricanes in recent y ears were thouse of September 8, 1869,
and August 24, 1873, both of which caused a great amount of destruction to life and property in
the fishing fleet. At the time of the hurricane of 1873 geveral vessels were on the passage home
from the Grand Baank. They were deeply laden with fish, Some vessels were lost and many
maet with sericus damage and narrowly escaped destruction. Mention of a few instances of this
kind will perbaps saffice. The schooner B. D. Hawkins, of Gloucester, was caught in a hurri-
cane in the vicinity of Sable Island. At first she was hove to nuder & two-reefed foresail, which
was later reduced to a three-reefed. After Iying in this manner for some hours, she began to drift
toward the northwest bar of Sable Island and was soon in shoal water. It became necessary to
take in sail and to anchor, but the wind blew with such viclence that the anchor would not hold
and the vessel drifted into only 11 or 12 fathoms of water. As she would certainly be lost unless
something were done to check her onward course, the apars were cut away and let go “by the
board,” and, with considerable difficulty, were cleared from the wreck. With the masts gone, she
presented a mnch smaller surface to the wind, and as the enrrent set to windward the anchor
held aud she rode out the gale. After the gale, jury-masts were rigged and the vessel worked
toward the land. She was finally towed to Port Hawkesbury, in the Strait of Osauso, to be
repaired.

The sebooner Barah F. Ayre, of Gloucester, which was also on her passage howme from the
Grand Bank, encountered the hurricane in the vicinity of the eastern part of Banquereau. The
wind blew with such violenee that it was goon impessible to keep aail on the vessel. She was kept
nearly head to the sea by the aid of a ¢ drag?” rigged to the ancher, which was paid out more than
100 fathoms. After drifting for a few hours the anchor caught bottom on the shoal part of Ban-
querean in from 16 to 20 futhoms of water, and where the sea ran s¢ high and sharp that for a
time it was thoaght that the vessel would founder. The crew, however, with difficulty succeeded
iv catiing the cable. The vessel then drove under bare poles before the gale, broadside to thoe sea
and wind. By throwing oat oil the force of the waves was so reduced that she met with little
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loss, Itis supposed that the schooner Henry Clay, of Gloucester, another of the Grand Bank fleet
retnrning home, was lost in this game horricane. ’

Although the fishermen are exposed to more or less dangers in the summer season, these are
greatly increaged in the winter months, when hea'vy gales are very frequent, and the perils made
greater by extreme cold. The rigging and sails are then coated with ice and snow and it is almost:
impossible to either set or shorten sail,

DANGER OF BEING * TRIPPED.”"—A vessel may be knocked down or tripped, either while run-
ning before the wind or Iging to in a gale. The eowmparative shallowness of the American fishing
schooners renders them particularly liable to this class of disasters. Some hravches of the fish-
eries, especially those for fresh halibut and haddock, render it imperative that the passage howme
should be made with the utmost dispatch, in order that cargoes may arrive in good condition and
therefore bring the highest prices. Great risks are taken by these fishermen in running their vessels
during gales, frequently in the trough of the sea. This is extremely hazardous and likely to resulk
in the vessel being “tripped,” or knocked on her beam ends. 1n February, 1876, the aschooner
Howard, while retarning from the Grand Bank with a trip of fresh halibnt, was running in a
strong uortheast gale. She was knocked on her beam ends twice in one day. At first she was
running with a two-reefed mainzail, and when she tripped she went over so far that the men whoe
were sleeping below were thrown from the weather into the leeward buuks and everything movable
was upset. Fortunately, she righted with slight damage, Notwithstanding this narrow escape,
the demands of the business were such that instead of the vessel being hove to, the sail was ghort-
ened and she continned to run safely until just before night, when another sea took her on the
guarter and threw her dowa so low that the sails again lay in the water, the whole after part of
the vessel was submerged, and the water ran over the forward companion-way, partially filling the
forecastle. For a short time it was thoughi that she could not regain ler upright position, but
averything held securely and she soon righted. On the 28th of January, 1881, the schooner Edith
M. Pew, employed in the haddock fishery, was thrown on her beam ends, partially filling the cabin
and forecastle, and throwing the ecabin stove, full of hot coals, into the captain’s bunk. The fire
was extinguished before any damage was done. She fortunately righted again without any serious
disaster, These oecurrences are dangerous in the exireme, and fishermen who escape with their
lives may be acconnted fortunate. .

¢“'The schooner Sarah C. Pyle, Capt. Bichard Warren, was struck by a eross sea and capsized
J anuary 30, 1870. The crew found safety by clinging te the sides of the vessel, nutil one of their
number was able to eat away the main shrouds with a pocket-knife, when the vessel righted, nearly
full of water. The foremast was cut away and 4 jury mast rigged with the foreboom, and such
progi‘ess as was possible was made in » wester] ¥ direction. For eight days the men were obliged
to cook their food in sea water, their water casks having been lost, and to welt ice to furnigh drink.
At the end of that time they encountered a vessel and were furnished with water and other neces-
saries. Five of the crew were transferred to the vessel, but the skipper and fonr men remained on
the wreck, determined to get it into port. In this eondition they encountered a. terrific gale, of
three days’ duration, and were blown off seawards a distance of 245 miles. Kveu theu they
remained undaunted by danger and firm in their inteution of rescuing the property under their
charge, and declined an offer to be taken off. The wreck was towed into a New Jersey port Feb-
rnary 13, two weeks after the disaster—~a fortnight crowded with great hardship and danger to the
wen so faithiol to duty.?* -

* Glousester aud ite Fisheries, p. 6D,
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BPARS AND SATLS CABRRIED AwAY.—The danger of losing masts and rigging has already
- been considered. Spars and sails are, however, often carried away under other gircumstances.
Accidents of this sort are liable to ovenr at all times, thongh natarally much more =0 in the winter
season. Perhaps no elass of gea-faring men take greater risks than fishermen in carrying a heavy
press of sail. 1In branches of the fiskeries where it is exivemely desirable to make rapid passages
this propensity is carricd to an extreme, and, as a resnlt, the sails are sometimes blown away or
masts are broken, aud, perhaps, other dangers are incurred. Perhaps the most common way in
which vessels are dismasted is by carrying & press of sail against a head sea. Another cause of
necildent is that of jibing fore and aft sails saddenly from one side to the other when there is a
strong wind, This generally results in breaking the booms or the mast. The temptation to make
2 speedy passagoe is so strong that risks will be taken, although the nltimate results of sneh reck-
less daving may be a loss rather than & gain,

RUNNING UNDER, OB CAPSIZING.—The tondency to carry a heavy press of sail may result in
greafer loss than that of spars and sails. The veasel may run nnder while going before the wind
or capsize when sailing by the wind or with the wind abeam. As there have Leen numerous and
ofi-repented hair-breadth eseapes from such disasters, it is probable that muoeh property and many
lites have been thos lost,  Bueh disasiers are perhaps sometimes nnavoidable, becanse of sudden
and unexpected squalls, especially in the night, althongh many of them are the resnjt of gross reck-
lessness. Not only does the master imperil his own life but also the lives of his crew. So fearless
and ardent are the fishermen that the better judgment of the skipper is freqoently evercome by the
solicitations of the erew, and in the hope of outstripping some rival vessel aail is carried in nurea-
sonable excess. This iz often the case when a vessel hag just left port. The erew are then, por-
hape, under the influenee of spiritucus tguors, which renders them maore regardless of danger than
common, and unable to properly perform their duty. Several vessels have been lost, presumably
soon after leaving port, and their loss ig ascribed to such causes. Of the many instavces related
by the fishermeu of narrow escapes either from ecarrying sail or being struck by sndden squalls, we
will mention the following: Tu the fall of 1877 the schwoner Wachusett was running for the Grand
Bauk in company with the schooner Howard. With a strong northwest breeze {he vessela left
Gloucester together, and the following night, when about a hundred miles from Cape Ann, the
wind inereszsed. The IHoward shertened sail, but the Wachusett, attempting to carry all ghe had
spread for some time longer, was struck by a heavy puif and driven nnder so that her forecastle
was partly filled with water., The men on wateh at once lowered the mainsail part way down,
which relieved the vessel and a disaster was averted. In March, 1878, the schooner Marion, while
returtiing from the Grand Bank, was rouning in a southeast rain-storm uuder three lower sails.
it was night and intensely dark, The wind blew strong and was increasing fagt. Al hands were
called to shorten sail. Before it could be done a squall struck the vessel and buried her lee side
completety under water and came near sinking ber. The blackness of night made it diffieult to
skorten suil, but the sails were lowered with the least possible delay and fortunately in time to
avold auy serions disaster,

The narrow escapes described were in the case of vessels running free from the wind. There is
#1s0 great danger in carrving a heavy press of sail while sailing by the wind or with the wind abeam.
It is not uncommon for sore of the more headstrong of the fishing skippers to carry 80 much sail
on their vessels that the lee rail is completely under water most of the time. A few vessels
may be able to stand being driven in this manuer,with comparative safety, but with the majority
of them it is highly dangerous, and liable to result not only in the loss of the vessel by capsizing
and filling, bat also in the loss of the lives of the erew. Many instances are related by the fisher-
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men of narrow escapes from serious disasters while sailing by the wind under too mueck canvas, and
a few instances of loss of vessels, with more or less lives, are on record where they have been cap-
sized in this manner. The schooner Angie 8. Friend, engaged in the baddock fishery, while beating
ap Boston harbor in a strong northwest wind, was capsized, and, bhaving fitled, sank to the hottom.
Part of the crew succeeded in getting into one of the dories; they were without oars, but fortu-
nately dvifted ashore. The rest of the men, with the exception of one, who was drowned, climbed
to the masthead, which remained above water, und clung there through the night. They were
rescued the following morning in an almost senseless condition.  The schooner Henrietta Green-
leaf, of Glonecester, while making her first passage to the Grand Bank in tlie spring of 1876, was
struck by a squall in the night and knocked on her beam ends, and goickly filled with water.
four of tha erew were drowned in the cabin and forecastle. The rest escaped iu two dories, but
being without oars they drified helplessly abont. They sufforcd greatly from exposure to the cold
and flying spray. The dories soon scparated from each other. Omne of them was picked up by
anotler fishing veasel, thou‘gh not until one of tho men had died from exposure. The other dory,
with five men, wae never heard from.

The fury with which these squalls sometimes strike can rearcely be comprehended by thosoe
who have not withessed them. The schoouer Abby Dodge, which was making a passage to the
Grand Bank in December, 1808, was strack by a tornado with such force that, although she was
at the time lying to under a two.recfod foresail, she was knocked nearly on her beam ends, and
only by the prompt lowering of the sail was the vessel saved. .

RUNNING ON SHOALS OR ROCES.—While making passages to and from the fishing grounds,
vesaels are liable to sérike ou shoals or outlying ledges.  In that part of the Western Atlantic most
frequented by New England vessels there are many of these dangerouns places, either in the track
to the grounds or on the bauks themselves. The most remarkabdle of these shoals, and possibly
those which have been the cause of more losses to the fishing fleet than any other, are those of
George’s Bank. These are but little out of the course of the vessels frequenting George’s in
winter. A small error in the eompass may bring a vessel unexpectedly on these shoals. The
more prudent fishermen guard against this danger by the careful use of the sonnding-lead. Ttis
diffienlt to tell how extensive thesg losses have been. Many vessels have had narrow escapes, but
the lost ones leave no survivors to tell the tale. .

The sloal of Cashe’s Ledge is a source of special danger, as it lies almost direetly in the ves-
sel's track, both in going to and coming irom most of the fisbing grounds, Although this ledge is
not shoal enoagh for a vessel to strike under ordinary circumstances, it nevertlieless breaks in heavy
weather and is therefore extremely dangerons to be cneountered at such times, There is no mark,
no buoy nor light-ship, to distin guish the sheal places, and il iz not easy to tell when the vessel ia
approaching them, Tt cannot be wondered at that several disasters have cveurred in that vicinity.

The schooner Rattler, while returning from Newfoundland to Glonecster with a trip of frozen
berring, on the 17th of January, 1867, passed over this shoal, where she enconntered heavy seas
which threw her on her beam ends and dismasted her. It was supposed that the s¢hooner John
W. Low was lost there in the same gale. : _

There is a shoal on the northern” part of Brown’s Bank on which there is said to be not more
than 9 to 14 fathoms of water. This shoal, thongh not to Le dreaded go much ag George’s or
Cashe’s Shoals, is, nevertheless, a danger o be carefully avoided. It is in the direet track of the
fishing fleets on their way to and from the various banks. Several iustances are related in which
vessels have met with perilous adventares in that Yocality and only narrowly cseaped destenetion,

The long sand-bars that extend out from either end of Salile Island, for a distance of 10 to 12
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miles, are very dangerous to vessels on the passage to and from the Grand Bank and other eastern
banks. For a great portion of the year thig island is enveloped in dense fogs, and the currents
in the vieinity being very irregular, it is extremely difficult for the mariner to tell his exaet position.

There are outlying rocks and ledges off the coast of Nova Scotia which are in the track of vessels
going te apd from the Guif of Saint Lawrence and the eastern bapks. Many serious disasters
have oceurred on these ledges and rocks and there are saveral instances of parrow escapes from
destraction,

DANGERS TO WHATERS,~The principal dangers thus far mentioned bawve been those encoun-
tered by vessels in the cod, mackerel, and balibut fisheries from New England. We have yet to
consider the dangers to the whuling and sealing fleets. These vessels are, of course, liable to many
of the samc perils as {u. 9shing eraft, especially to heavy gales and sgualls. On the passage to
the cruising grounds the whaling vessels do not carry 50 much suil as merchant or fishing ves-
sels, time not Deing to them of sach vast importance. Dangers, common to other vessels, are
less likely to bapper to whalers. From the start of a voyage, men are coutinunally aloft on the
watel for whales, and are likely to gee approaching danger more guickly than in the case of a
merchant ship, where only one man is on the lookout, and he, as g rule, not expecting any imme-
diate danpger. Whalemeén are generally well trained and ready for duoty at a moment’s notice.
Only one-half of the crew, comprising one wateh, is on deck at a time, but in case of danger or the

“approach of whales, all can be quickly summoned. As a rule, the half of a whaling crew includes
more men than the entire erew of u merchant vessel of the same size,

Instanees of whaling vesscls being blown over or of waves breaking over them, thereby causing
damage, are not common. Such disasters sometimes, however, oeeur to vesseld in the Aretic
or Antarctic Oceans, where they are exposed to severe gales.

DANGERS IN LEAVING AND APFROACUHING THE SHORE,

The dangers ineurred in approaching and leaving the shores are perhaps more to he dreaded
than any others, and great skili, ¢coolness, and prudence are requisite to avoid disaster. This is
especially the ease in the fisheries of New England, becanse nearly all of the larger and most fre
guented fishing grounds lie in an easterly direction from the coast. FEasterly winds, whick are fair
fur making passages toward the land, are generally accompanied with thick weather. This is
esapecinlly the case in winter, when severs silow-storms often overtake the fishermen ¥hen but a few
miles fron: land and ou o lee shore. The density of the snow often renders it impossible to discern
objects far enough off to ¢lear them, and it is at the utmost hazard that the fishermen undertake to
make o barbor. They often approach se near the land before the weather becomes thick that it is
as dangereus to attempt to keep off shore a8 it is to approach it. Fishermen are induced to take
the latter risk for the reason that if they do sueceed jn making harbor they will escape belug
exposed to the storm en a lee shore, and may also obtain a higher price for their fish. Probably
1o other ¢lass of sea-faring men take such great risks in ronuing for the land, but such is the figh-
ermer’s knowledge of the coast and their skill in handling their vessels that, althongh there are
many Lair-breadtl escapes, there are comparatively few disasters resulting from this canse. The
following are given as a few of the many instances of this character that have occurred to our fish-
ing fleet:

On the 26th of February, 1863, the schooner Mary E. Hiltz was lost off Marblehead dwring 2
violeut snow-storm while on her homeward passage from Newfoundland, snd one of her crew was

drowned.
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During a gale en the 10(h of Jannary, 1878, the schooner Little Kate went asliore near Dax-
bury, and her entire crew of thirteen men were drowned.

Tu February, 1878, the schooner Eastern Queen, of GGlowcester, while returning from George's
Bank, ran into Massachusetts Day in the night. The wind was blowing strong from the north-
cast, and the vessel was runniug under o press of sail when the lookout suddenly descried land
alicad, He instantly shouted to the man at the wheel, The lLelm was put down and the vessel
brought to the wind, but before this had been fairly accomplished she struck on a ledge. Wot
withstanding the imminent peril in whick they wore placed, they succeeded in getiing the sheetr
trimmed by the wind, and this careened the vessel so muach that after striking two or three times
she jumped over the sunken ledge, Although she had struck heavily she still remuained tight and
war worked off the Jee shore, arriving in Gloucester the follewing day in safety.

Vessels leaving the land, bound to the fishing grounds, thongl starting with a favorabie wind,
may meet with violent easterly gales hefore obtaining sufficient sea-room. These gales are gencr-
ally accompanied with snow, and the vessels being on a lee shore it is sometimes difficult to escape
disaster. The class of vessels under consideration are better provided with eables and ancliors
than any other gea-going eraft, and are thus coabled to ride out a gale safely on a lee shore, in
-vhich ne vessel carrying canvas could successlally work to windward. This is, doubtless, one of
the reasons why the loss of vessels from being driven ashore in gales is comparatively small.
Although gales are Tess frequent in the spring and sunneer seasons, the prevatence of dense fogs
exposes the fishermen jsnd all seamen to considerable dangers when approacling the land, and .
many disasters, some of them serious in e¢haraeter, have happened from this eanse. Suach dangers
are not nulike those already discussed, except 1hat they are not usnally aceompanied by such high
winds, and, ocenring during the warmer part of the year, are not so snre to be disastrous.

THE DANGERS OF COLLISION WITHE OTHER VERSELSR.

COLLISIONS ON ¥HE FIRHING ¢ROUNDS.—The danger ef collision is to be dreaded. Maony
losees have resulfed from accidents of this kind, and lives, as well as property, have been sacri-
ficed. Collisions are egpecially liable iu loealities wlhicre great numbers of vessels are passing and
repassing, as in the vicinity of Long Island Sound, or off Sandy Hook, New York, on Naptncket
Shoals, ¢ff Cape Cod, or near Cape Sable, Nova Sroti:.

Fishing vessels are perhaps morc liable to eollision than avy other vessels, becaunse of their
tendency to gather in large fleets, where fish—and espccially mackerel—are fonvd abundant, Sach
is the ardor of pursuit that the loss of booms and other light spars is copsidercd of small impor-
tance, and the risk of losing them js ofter incurred in hopes of obtaining some advantage in the
fishery.

Anpother fruitful season of collision is when a fleet of several bundred sail makes the attempi
to enter the same harbor at one time. They crowd in such numbers at the barbor's entranee {hat
it i3 next to impossible for them all to escape some damage. The injuries thus sustained are
generally of minor importance, such as earrying away booms or bowsprits. Some of the serious
losse